Arrival/Dismissal Safety Guidelines 2009-2010


Promote Safety (for students)
Prevent Gridlock (for parents)


To: All new and returning families and their designated drivers:

For the past few months a neighborhood committee, including representatives from Foote, has been meeting with members of the New Haven Transportation, Traffic, and Parking Department to find ways to increase safety in and around neighborhood schools. 

Please be aware that the City of New Haven is very supportive of this effort and will have a larger presence than in past years in enforcing existing traffic and parking regulations at neighborhood schools.

Safety is our top priority. The school has two full-time security guards, Karen Conyer and Tyrell Grimes, who facilitate pedestrian and vehicular traffic at arrival and dismissal times. In addition, Mr. Farley is the crossing guard at the corner of Highland Street and Loomis Place. (Notice the new Pedestrian Crossing sign at Highland and Loomis.) Please respect their efforts to direct traffic and keep everyone safe and sane.

We ask families to enter Loomis Place on Highland Street and exit on Canner Street so we can manage the traffic and thus ensure the safety of the students, but Loomis Place is a two-way street and used as such by the families who live there. Residents must be able enter and exit their driveways or park in their “on street” spots (some do not have off-street parking.)  In addition, three neighbors are wheelchair bound. Please honor the posted “Handicapped Parking” signs, as well as all traffic regulations posted by the City of New Haven as we head into the 2009-2010 school year. 
Foote School Traffic safety guidelines:

· Enter Loomis Place from Highland Street at all times, but remember that it is a legally a two-way street. The lane for oncoming traffic must be kept clear.


· Use the school side of Loomis Place only. The residential side requires a permit sticker and parking there, especially if a car is facing in the wrong direction, may result in a ticket or towing.
•    When parking on Loomis Place to escort children to the classroom or to pick 
      them up, pull over to the curb and do not double park or make U-turns.

· For drop-off and pick-up, pull as close to the curb as possible and remain at the curb for the shortest time possible. This rule is to ensure driver and pedestrian visibility and protect the safety of the children. Even double parking while idling the car can create a visibility problem. Tip: if you need to discuss pick-up or other plans with your child, please have that conversation before you arrive on Loomis Place.
· For most efficient drop-off use:
–  Middle School Building area for Grades 4 & 5.  Note that the Grade 4 & 5

    
    Associate Teacher is there to greet the students as they as dropped off and see that 

    
    they get to their classrooms. 

· Highland Street for Grades 7-9.  This lets drivers avoid the Loomis Place congestion. The crossing guard will safely cross students who are dropped off on the north side of the street.


· the circle in the faculty lot on Canner Street for K-3. 
Please do not park in the Canner Street Lot or circle. If you park on Canner Street and walk your child through the Canner Lot, use the sidewalk along the playground. There is a faculty member to greet all children being dropped off at the Canner Lot circle.

•     Exit onto Canner Street. The city will be working to increase visibility for safe 

      exit in both directions.

•     Buses: All children who ride buses to Foote will be dropped off and picked up at 

      the circle in the Canner Street Lot, where a faculty member is waiting.


Early Drop-Off Option Tips 


Last year the PTC suggested dropping children off just before 8 a.m., which lets parents avoid the worst of the traffic. Here's the protocol for parents who choose to do this:




• The Perrine Library and the Bus Room (third grade: room L-3) both open at 7:45 a.m.   • Students in Grades K - 3 who arrive before 8 a.m. should go to the Bus Room. 


• Students in Grades 4 - 9 who arrive before 8 a.m. may wait in the main office, 

  the Library, or, weather permitting, at the stairway near the Middle School

  building where the fourth and fifth grade Associate Teacher is posted from 7:45 on.


